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this section are satisfied, a classifica-
tion society must provide to the Coast 
Guard an affidavit, from the govern-
ment of the country that the classifica-
tion society is headquartered in, listing 
the authorities delegated by the flag 
state administration of that country to 
the American Bureau of Shipping, and 
indicating any conditions related to 
the delegated authority. 

(c) The Commandant will not con-
sider an application for authorization 
to perform a delegated function sub-
mitted under this part until the condi-
tions described in paragraph (a) of this 
section are satisfied. Where simulta-
neous authorization by a foreign gov-
ernment for ABS is involved, this re-
quirement may be waived. 

(d) The Commandant will not evalu-
ate a classification society for recogni-
tion until the conditions described in 
paragraph (a) of this section are satis-
fied for at least one of the authorized 
delegations being sought. Where simul-
taneous recognition by a foreign gov-
ernment for ABS is involved, this re-
quirement may be waived. 

(e) The Commandant may make a 
delegation regarding load lines under 
46 U.S.C. 5107 or measurement of ves-
sels under 46 U.S.C. 14103 without re-
gard to the conditions described in 
paragraph (a) of this section.

§ 8.130 Agreement conditions. 
(a) Delegated functions performed by, 

and statutory certificates issued by, an 
authorized classification society will 
be accepted as functions performed by, 
or certificates issued by, the Coast 
Guard, provided that the classification 
society maintains compliance with all 
provisions of its agreement with the 
Commandant. Any agreement between 
the Commandant and a recognized clas-
sification society authorizing the per-
formance of delegated functions will be 
written and will require the classifica-
tion society to comply with each of the 
following: 

(1) Issue any certificates related to a 
delegated function in the English lan-
guage. 

(2) Maintain a corporate office in the 
United States that has adequate re-
sources and staff to support all dele-
gated functions and to maintain re-
quired associated records. 

(3) Maintain all records in the United 
States related to delegated functions 
conducted on behalf of the Coast 
Guard. 

(4) Make available to appropriate 
Coast Guard representatives vessel sta-
tus information and records, including 
outstanding vessel deficiencies or clas-
sification society recommendations, in 
the English language, on all vessels for 
which the classification society has 
performed any delegated function on 
behalf of the Coast Guard. 

(5) Report to the Commandant (G–
MOC) the names and official numbers 
of any vessels removed from class for 
which the classification society has 
performed any delegated function on 
behalf of the Coast Guard and include a 
description of the reason for the re-
moval. 

(6) Report to the Commandant (G–
MOC) all port state detentions on all 
vessels for which the classification so-
ciety has performed any delegated 
function on behalf of the Coast Guard 
when aware of such detention. 

(7) Annually provide the Com-
mandant (G–MOC) with its register of 
classed vessels. 

(8) Ensure vessels meet all require-
ments for class of the accepting classi-
fication society prior to accepting ves-
sels transferred from another classi-
fication society. 

(9) Suspend class for vessels that are 
overdue for special renewal or annual 
survey. 

(10) Attend any vessel for which the 
classification society has performed 
any delegated function on behalf of the 
Coast Guard at the request of the ap-
propriate Coast Guard officials, with-
out regard to the vessel’s location— 
unless prohibited to do so under the 
laws of the United States, the laws of 
the jurisdiction in which the vessel is 
located, the classification society’s 
home country domestic law, or where 
the classification society considers an 
unacceptable hazard to life and/or prop-
erty exists. 

(11) Honor appeal decisions made by 
the Commandant (G–MSE) or Com-
mandant (G–MOC) on issues related to 
delegated functions. 

(12) Apply U.S. flag administration 
interpretations, when they exist, to 
international conventions for which 
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the classification society has been del-
egated authority to certificate or per-
form other functions on behalf of the 
Coast Guard. 

(13) Obtain approval from the Com-
mandant (G–MOC) prior to granting ex-
emptions from the requirements of 
international conventions, class rules, 
and the U.S. supplement to class rules. 

(14) Make available to the Coast 
Guard all records, in the English lan-
guage, related to equivalency deter-
minations or approvals made in the 
course of delegated functions con-
ducted on behalf of the Coast Guard. 

(15) Report to the Coast Guard all in-
formation specified in the agreement 
at the specified frequency and to the 
specified Coast Guard office or official. 

(16) Grant the Coast Guard access to 
all plans and documents, including re-
ports on surveys, on the basis of which 
certificates are issued or endorsed by 
the classification society. 

(17) Identify a liaison representative 
to the Coast Guard. 

(18) Provide regulations, rules, in-
structions and report forms in the 
English language. 

(19) Allow the Commandant (G–M) to 
participate in the development of class 
rules. 

(20) Inform the Commandant (G–M) of 
all proposed changes to class rules. 

(21) Provide the Commandant (G–M) 
the opportunity to comment on any 
proposed changes to class rules and to 
respond to the classification society’s 
disposition of the comments made by 
the Coast Guard. 

(22) Furnish information and required 
access to the Coast Guard to conduct 
oversight of the classification society’s 
activities related to delegated func-
tions conducted on behalf of the Coast 
Guard. 

(23) Allow the Coast Guard to accom-
pany them on internal and external 
quality audits and provide written re-
sults of such audits to appropriate 
Coast Guard representatives. 

(24) Provide the Coast Guard access 
necessary to audit the authorized clas-
sification society to ensure that it con-
tinues to comply with the minimum 
standards for a recognized classifica-
tion society. 

(25) Use only exclusive surveyors of 
that classification society to accom-

plish all work done on behalf of, or 
under any delegation from, the Coast 
Guard. For tonnage-related measure-
ment service only, however, classifica-
tion societies may use part-time em-
ployees or independent contractors in 
place of exclusive surveyors. 

(26) Allow its surveyors to partici-
pate in training with the Coast Guard 
regarding delegated functions. 

(b) Amendments to an agreement be-
tween the Coast Guard and an author-
ized classification society will become 
effective only after consultation and 
written agreement between parties. 

(c) Agreements may be terminated by 
one party only upon written notice to 
the other party. Termination will 
occur sixty days after written notice is 
given.

Subpart B—Recognition of a 
Classification Society

§ 8.200 Purpose. 
This subpart establishes criteria and 

procedures for vessel classification so-
cieties to obtain recognition from the 
Coast Guard. This recognition is nec-
essary in order for a classification soci-
ety to become authorized to perform 
vessel inspection and certification 
functions delegated by the Coast Guard 
as described in this part.

§ 8.210 Applicability. 
This subpart applies to all vessel 

classification societies seeking rec-
ognition by the Coast Guard.

§ 8.220 Recognition of a classification 
society. 

(a) A classification society must be 
recognized by the Commandant before 
it may receive statutory authority del-
egated by the Coast Guard. 

(b) In order to become recognized, a 
classification society must meet the 
requirements of § 8.230. 

(c) A classification society found to 
meet the criteria for recognition will 
be notified in writing by the Com-
mandant. 

(d) If the Coast Guard determines 
that a classification society does not 
meet the criteria for recognition, the 
Coast Guard will provide the reason for 
this determination. 
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